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[9] Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”  [10] And he said, “I 

heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.” 
[11] And He said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?”  [12] And the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with 

me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.” 

[Genesis 3:9-12] 

Did you hear how Adam tried to JUSTIFY HIMSELF before the LORD God for eating from the tree 

which God had commanded him not to eat from?  Adam cast the BLAME upon the woman God had 

given to him!  And in doing this Adam may have also been casting the BLAME on the LORD God 

Himself!  Let me ask you.  Have you ever done something you knew was wrong for you to do, and then 

in your prayers tried to JUSTIFY yourself before God?  I know I have. 

Another example of SELF-JUSTIFICATION for sin is in Exodus 32:21-23 after Aaron had made the idol 

of the Golden Calf at the request of the people.  Here we hear Moses say to Aaron, 
[21] … “What did this people do to you, that you have brought such great sin upon them?” 

[22] And Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn; you know the people yourself, that 

they are prone to evil.  [23] FOR they said to me, ‘Make a god for us who will go before us; for 

this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 

become of him.’” 

Did you hear Aaron’s SELF-JUSTIFICATIONS for his sin of creating an idol?  First Aaron BLAMED 

Moses when he said, “you know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil”  Then Aaron BLAMED 

the people of Israel when he said, “FOR THEY said to me, ‘Make a god for us who will go before us.’”  

Again, the SELF-JUSTIFIER tried to pass the BLAME on to others. 

Another example is when King Saul usurped the functions of the priests.  This took place in 1 Samuel 

13:8-13 where we learn King Saul had, 
[8] … waited seven days, according to the appointed time set by Samuel, BUT Samuel did not 

come to Gilgal; and the people were scattering from him.  [9] So Saul said, “BRING TO ME 

THE BURNT OFFERING and THE PEACE OFFERINGS.”  AND HE OFFERED THE BURNT 

OFFERING.  [10] And it came about as soon as he finished offering the burnt offering, that 

behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him and to greet him.  [11] BUT Samuel said, 

“What have you done?”  And Saul said, “Because I saw that the people were scattering from 

me, and that you did not come within the appointed days, and that the Philistines were 

assembling at Michmash, [12] therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me 

at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the LORD.’  SO, I FORCED MYSELF and offered 

the burnt offering.” 

Did you see here that Saul first BLAMED the people when he said, “because I saw that the people 

were scattering from me”!  Secondly, he BLAMED Samuel for not coming “within the appointed days”!  

And thirdly he BLAMED it on his belief that “the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, to come 

against him”.  Then fourthly Saul said because of these three things, he FORCED HIMSELF to make 

the offerings!  We then see the result of these excuses in 1 Samuel 13:13-14 where, 
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[13] …  Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of 

the LORD your God, which He commanded you, FOR now the LORD would have established 

your kingdom over Israel forever.  [14] BUT now your kingdom WILL NOT ENDURE …. 

However, King Saul had not yet learned his lesson on SELF-JUSTIFICATION  We learn this in 1 

Samuel 15 where King Saul kept back some of the forbidden spoil.  Here, in 1 Samuel 15:17-23, 
[17] … Samuel said, “Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you were made the 

head of the tribes of Israel?  And the LORD anointed you king over Israel, [18] and the LORD sent 

you on a mission, and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight 

against them until they are exterminated.’  [19] Why then did you not obey the voice of the 

LORD, BUT rushed upon the spoil and did what was evil in the sight of the LORD?”  [20] Then 

Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of the LORD, and went on the mission on which the 

LORD sent me, and have brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed 

the Amalekites.  [21] BUT the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of 

the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God at Gilgal.”  [22] And Samuel 

said, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of 

the LORD? Behold, TO OBEY is better than sacrifice, and TO HEED than the fat of rams. 
[23] FOR rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.  

Because you have rejected the WORD of the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king.” 

Do you now see the consequences of trying to justify yourself before God? 

As I begin to close Today’s Thought consider Romans 1:18-21 where the apostle Paul said, 
[18] FOR the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of those, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, [19] because that which 

is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  [20] FOR since the 

creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 
[21] FOR even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; BUT they 

became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Lord willing, I hope you will join me here tomorrow as we will look at the fact that the when we try to 

justify ourselves, we are neglecting our duty of service to God. 

Will you please join me in prayer?  Father, I give You thanksgiving that You have shown us Today that 

the truth is that not one of us can justify ourselves before You when we sin.  The truth is when we try to 

justify our sins, we are only adding more sin to ourselves.  For teaching us this, I now give You 

thanksgiving and praise!  Amen! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

Who promises in His Word to never leave us nor forsake us [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]! 

BECAUSE THE ONE WHO TRIES TO JUSTIFY THEMSELF BEFORE GOD WILL NOT BE ABLE 

TO STAND BEFORE GOD! – tom. 


