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[10] Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and 

there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the 

same judgment.  [11] For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, 

that there is strife among you. 

[1 Corinthians 1:10-11] 

“STRIFE” is the Greek noun e&ri$ (eris)1 which has the meanings of ‘strife’, ‘contention’, or ‘wrangling’.  

When used metaphorically, it means ‘love of strife’.  The Holy Spirit moved Paul to write to the 

Corinthians because the brethren there were causing divisions in the congregation.  They were doing 

this by STRIVING against one another. 

One example of this is seen in 1 Corinthians 3:3 where the Holy Spirit moved Paul to write and say,  
[3] … you are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and STRIFE among you, are you not 

fleshly, and are you not walking [by human standards]. 

The Holy Spirit then moved Paul to give an example of this STRIVING in 1 Corinthians 6:6-8 where you 

learn that “brother [was going] to law with brother”.  And as if this was not bad enough, they were doing 

this “before unbelievers” [1 Corinthians 6:6]!  Paul is then moved to say that since they were having 

“lawsuits” against “one another”; this was “actually already a defeat for [them]”.  The Spirit then moved 

Paul to say, “Why not rather be wronged?  Why not rather be defrauded?” than to have STRIFE with a 

brother or sister in Christ [1 Corinthians 6:7].  Because of this STRIVING these disciples in Corinth 

were actually being “contrary”, with one another by ‘wronging’ and ‘defrauding’, their “brethren” [1 

Corinthians 6:8]. 

Then in 1 Corinthians 11:18-19 you further learn that when these Corinthian disciples came “together 

as an assembly”, there were “DIVISIONS” which ‘existed’ “among [them]” [1 Corinthians 11:18].  Then 

the Holy Spirit made the point in 1 Corinthians 11:19 that, 

“there must also be factions among you, in order that those who are approved may become 

evident among you.” 

Did you see one reason why God allows STRIFE and DIVISIONS ?  It is so that those who are 

APPROVED and those who cause STRIFE might “BECOME EVIDENT” ! 

Romans 1:28-32 then teaches you that there are those who, 
[28] … did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, [so] God gave them over to a depraved 

mind, to do those things which are not proper, [29] being filled with all unrighteousness, 

wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, STRIFE, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 
[30] slanderers, HATERS of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, INVENTORS of EVIL, disobedient 

to parents, [31] without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; [32] and, although 

they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they 

not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 

Listen closely to what is taught in Romans 13:10-14 where you are taught, 

 
1 “Strife” is the Greek noun e&ri$ (eris) is Strong’ Greek dictionary noun number 2054.  It has the meanings of ‘strife’, ‘contention’, or 

‘wrangling’.  When used metaphorically, it means ‘love of strife’. 
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[10] Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.  [11] And this 

do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now, 

salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.  [12] The night is almost gone, and the day is 

at hand.  Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  [13] Let 

us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity 

and sensuality, not in STRIFE and jealousy.  [14] But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no 

provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

Did you know that STRIFE is a “work of the flesh” ?  You will find it listed as a “work of the flesh” in 

Galatians 5:20.  I say this here because as a “work of the flesh”, according to Galatians 5:21, 

“those who practice” STRIFE “WILL NOT INHERIT the KINGDOM of God.” 

In 1 Timothy 6:3-5, the Spirit clearly says through the pen of Paul that, 
[3] If anyone advocates a different doctrine, and does not agree with sound words, those of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, [4] they are conceited and 

understand nothing; but they have a morbid interest in CONTROVERSIAL questions and 

DISPUTES ABOUT WORDS, out of which arise envy, STRIFE, abusive language, evil 

suspicions, [5] and CONSTANT FRICTION between people of DEPRAVED MIND and 

DEPRIVED of the TRUTH…. 

Will you now please join with me in prayer? 

O Father God, the God Who desires we walk in the Spirit more than in our fleshly mind.  I bring to You 

today a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  I give You thanks that You have clearly revealed to us the dangers of 

striving against others.  I further thank You that You have clearly warned us that those who do practice 

strife will not enter Your Kingdom.  Teach us Father that if we belong to Christ Jesus we are to have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires, teach us to walk in the fruit of Your Spirit.  Teach us to 

walk in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, 

because there is no law against the Spirit’s fruit.  Therefore, I ask You to accept this prayer of 

thanksgiving through the authority which is in the name of my Lord Jesus.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

Who promises in His Word to never leave you nor forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6,8]! 

BECAUSE HE HAS TAUGHT ME THAT I AM NOT TO BE AT STRIFE 

WITH A BROTHER OR SISTER IN CHRIST ! – tom! 


