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[2] For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ 

I might present you as a pure virgin.  [3] But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his 

craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 

[2 Corinthians 11:2-3] 

In Yesterday’s Thought You heard Jesus say that the serpent of old, the devil, Satan was a “‘thief and a 

robber’”, and that he “‘comes only to steal and kill and destroy’” [John 10:1,10].  Jesus also said that the 

nature of Satan the devil was that of a liar, “‘for he is a liar, and the father of lies’” [John 8:44]! 

If you carefully considered 2 Corinthians 11:3 above, you heard the Holy Spirit, through Paul say that 

the way the ‘serpent deceives’ you is through the lies he tells you to ‘craftily’ lead your ‘mind’, your 

‘thoughts’ “astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ”. 

Let me lead you into Today’s Thought by looking at some ways the serpent has tempted some of God’s 

people.  Begin to consider this by looking at how Satan led King David ASTRAY in 1 Chronicles 21:1,7 

where you learn, 
[1] Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel.  …  [7] And God was 

displeased with this thing, so He struck Israel. 

To number Israel was to take a census of how many people David was king over.  In doing this God 

was displeased with David’s giving into the TEMPTATION which Satan had set before David.  Even 

though James 1:13 clearly teaches you that when someone is TEMPTED, they should not say, “‘I am 

being tempted by God’; for God… Himself does not tempt anyone”.  Notice that James 1:14 adds that 

“each one is tempted when they are carried away and enticed by their own lust”. 

However, did you know that Scripture teaches that Satan and his minions cannot TEMPT anyone 

unless God permits it.  Before the enemy can tempt you, they must get permission from God.  You 

learn this from Job 1:1-12 and 2:1-6 when God twice gives Satan permission to TEMPT Job.  Here in 

Job 1:12 you read that, 

Then the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth 

your hand on him….” 

You see this again in Job 2:6 when, 

… the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your power, only spare his life.” 

If Satan therefore moved David to number the people, it was because God allowed him to do so. 

Another example of this is seen in Matthew 26:31,33-35 where, 

Then Jesus said to [His disciples], “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this 

night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’  

…  [33] Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will 

never be made to stumble.”  [34] Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that this night, 

before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”  [35] Peter said to Him, “Even if I have 

to die with You, I will not deny You!” And so said all the disciples. 

Looking again at 1 Chronicles 21, in verse 8 you hear David confess to God, 
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… “I have sinned greatly; in that I have done this thing.  But now, please take away the iniquity of Your 

servant, for I have done very foolishly.” 

Remember, Scripture teaches you in James 1:14 that, 

… each one is tempted when they are carried away and enticed [and tested] by their own 

[lustful desires]. 

Regarding the physical relationship between husbands and wives, in 1 Corinthians 7:5 Paul says, 

Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time that you may devote yourselves to prayer 

and come together again UNLESS Satan TEMPT you because of your LACK of SELF-CONTROL. 

In 2 Corinthians 2:10-11, regarding TEMPTATION and FORGIVENESS, the Holy Spirit teaches you, 
[10] But whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have 

forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, [11] IN ORDER THAT NO 

ADVANTAGE BE TAKEN of [you] BY SATAN; for we are not ignorant of his schemes. 

This is one of the reasons it is so necessary to forgive those who have sinned against us!  Otherwise, 

as 2 Corinthians 11:3 teaches, 

[just] as the serpent DECEIVED Eve by his craftiness, your minds should [also] be led astray 

from the simplicity and purity of DEVOTION to Christ. 

However, be warned, 1 Thessalonians 3:5 teaches that if you give into the serpent’s temptations, what 

you are doing for God, you may be doing in “VAIN” ! 

But also, be encouraged.  For in 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 you learn, 
[12] Therefore let the one who thinks they stand take heed lest they fall.  [13] No temptation has 

overtaken you, but such as is common to mankind; and God is faithful, who will not allow you 

to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 

escape also, that you may be able to bear it. 

Will you now please join with me in prayer? 

O Father God, the God Who provides the way of escape from the serpents temptations!  I now give 

You thanksgiving that You provide for us the way of escape, that we may be able to bear up under the 

enemies temptations.  I pray and ask that You teach us to recognize his temptations that we might not 

give in to the lustful desires of our fleshly bodies and fleshly minds.  Guard us from these things as I 

now ask You to receive this prayer through the authority in the name of my Lord Jesus.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

Who promises in His Word to never leave you nor forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6,8]! 

BECAUSE HE PROVIDES FOR ME THE WAY TO ESCAPE SATAN’S TEMPTATIONS ! – tom! 


