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[17] “If God therefore gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” 

[Acts 11:17] 

As you begin to consider Today’s Thought, first remember that the words of Acts 11:17 above are also 

a part of the WORDS God-breathed [2 Timothy 3:16]; and which the Holy Spirit moved Luke to here 

write [2 Peter 1:21].  Therefore, these WORDS are TRUE WORDS from God Himself through the 

agency of His Holy Spirit. 

Secondly, remember the GIFT given to the Gentiles (both those of Samaria [Acts 8:14-16] and those in 

Cornelius’ household [Acts 10:44-48]) was the GIFT of the HOLY SPIRIT Himself! 

Thirdly, remember that John 3:16 still says,  
[16] “For God SO LOVED the WORLD, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 

IF it is the case that “God SO LOVED the WORLD, that He gave” Jesus to die for the sins of everyone 

who were, are, or will be in the world; and it is!  Whether Jew or Gentile.  Whether black, white, red, 

yellow, or brown!  Jesus died to save all people from their sins!  Therefore, it is also the case that those 

who will be saved out from the people of the world for whom Jesus died, are those who hear and 

believe the good news message that Jesus saves; and who are baptized [immersed] in water,1 to wash 

away their sins [Acts 22:16]; and then continue to live by faith in Jesus. 

In Acts 11:1-4, when, 
[1] … the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also 

had received the word of God.  [2] And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were 

circumcised TOOK ISSUE with him, [3] saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with 

them.”  [4] But Peter began speaking and proceeded to explain to them in orderly sequence…. 

what had occurred in Joppa and in Caesarea in Cornelius’s house [Acts 10:1ff.;11:5ff.]. 

Then in Acts 11:15-17 Peter explained saying, 
[15] “And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, just as He did upon us at the 

beginning.  [16] And I REMEMBERED the WORD of the Lord, how He used to say, ‘John 

baptized [immersed] 1 with water, but you will be baptized [immersed] 1 with the Holy Spirit.’ 
[17] If then God gave to them the same GIFT as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?" 

The result of all that Peter explained is seen in Acts 11:18 where you read that, 
[18] … when they [the apostles and brethren] heard this, they quieted down, and glorified God, 

saying, “then GOD HAS ALSO GIVEN TO the GENTILES REPENTANCE LEADING TO LIFE.” 

Some time later, in Acts 15:5-11 you are told, 
[5] But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed, stood up, saying, “It is 

necessary to  circumcise them, and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.” 

 
1 “Baptized” is a transliteration of the Greek verb bapti/zw (baptidzō), Strong’s Greek dictionary verb number 907 which when translated has 

the meanings of ‘to immerse in water’, or as used here ‘to be immersed in the Holy Spirit’. 
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Then in verses 6-11, 
[6] … the apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter.  [7] And after there had 

been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early 

days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the WORD of 

the gospel and believe.  [8] And God, Who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them 

the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; [9] and He MADE NO DISTINCTION between us and 

them, CLEANSING their HEARTS BY FAITH.  [10] Now why do you therefore PUT GOD TO 

THE TEST by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we 

have been able to bear?  [11] But WE BELIEVE that WE ARE SAVED THROUGH the GRACE 

of the Lord Jesus, IN THE SAME WAY AS THEY ALSO ARE.” 

Consider this, in Acts 13:45, when in Pisidian Antioch [Acts 13:14], there were Jews in the synagogue 

who were blaspheming and contradicting the things spoken by Paul.  So, in Acts 13:46-47, Paul and 

Barnabas had to speak out boldly saying, 
[46(b)] “It was NECESSARY that the WORD of God should be spoken to you [Jews] first; since 

you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the 

Gentiles.  [47] For this the Lord has commanded us, ‘I HAVE PLACED YOU AS A LIGHT FOR THE 

GENTILES, THAT YOU SHOULD BRING SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH.’” 2 

Then, in Acts 12:48 you learn, 
[48] And when the Gentiles heard this, they BEGAN REJOICING and GLORIFYING the WORD 

of the Lord; and AS MANY AS HAD BEEN APPOINTED TO ETERNAL LIFE BELIEVED. 

Will you now please join with me in prayer? 

O Father God, the God Who so loved the world that You predetermined to give Jesus, Your only 

begotten Son to die for the sins of the world.  For this I give to You thanksgiving and praise.  For this 

reason I, together with all those who have been appointed to life eternal rejoice in and glorify Your Holy 

God-breathed Word.  I rejoice that You are not a respecter of any one person but accept all of those 

who will believe into Christ Jesus.  I ask You to receive this prayer through the authority in the name of 

my Lord Jesus.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

Who promises in His Word to never leave you nor forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6,8]! 

BECAUSE EVERYONE FROM EVERY NATION WHO FEARS HIM AND DOES WHAT IS RIGHT, 

IS WELCOME TO COME TO HIM ! – tom! 

 
2 Sited from Isaiah 49:6. 


