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[1] Now there was a certain man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called 

the Italian cohort, [2] a devout man, and one who feared God with all his household, and gave 

many alms to the Jewish people, and prayed to God continually.  [3] About the ninth hour of the 

day he clearly saw in a vision an angel of God who had just come in to him, and said to him, 

“Cornelius!”  [4] And fixing his gaze upon him and being much alarmed, he said, “What is it, 

Lord?”  And he said to him, “Your prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God.  
[5] And now dispatch some men to Joppa, and send for a man named Simon, who is also 

called Peter….” 

[Acts 10:1-5] 

I need to begin Today’s Thought by jumping ahead to Acts 11:14 which adds that when the angel 

appeared to Cornelius, he also instructed him that he was to send for Peter, who would, 
[14] “… speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.” 

I insert this here because of John 3:16, which I am sure you know says, 
[16] “For God SO LOVED the WORLD, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 

I include this here, to remind you that “God SO LOVED the WORLD, that He gave” Jesus to die for the 

sins of everyone who is in the world.  Whether Jew or Gentile.  Whether black, white, red, yellow, or 

brown!  Jesus died to save all people from their sins! 

However, those who will be saved out from the people of the world for whom Jesus died, are those who 

hear and believe the good news message that Jesus saves; and who are immersed in water, washing 

away their sins [Acts 22:16]; and then living by faith in Jesus. 

But now to the case at hand, which is to see the meaning of the trance Peter fell into while Cornelius’ 

servants were coming to him [Acts 10:9(a)].  Regarding this, you next learn from Acts 10:9(b) that, 
[9(b)] Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.  [10] And he became hungry, 

and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, [Peter] fell into a trance; 
[11] and he beheld the sky opened up, and a certain object like a great sheet coming down, 

lowered by four corners to the ground, [12] and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals 

and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air.  [13] And a voice came to [Peter] saying,  

“Arise, Peter, kill and eat!”  [14] But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten 

anything unholy and unclean.”  [15] And again a voice came to him a second time, “What God 

has CLEANSED, no longer consider unholy.”  [16] And this happened three times; and 

immediately the object was taken up into the sky. 

Acts 10:17 then teaches you that this vision “greatly perplexed” Peter “in [his] mind as to what the 

vision” he had seen might mean.  It was at this time that the emissaries from Cornelius arrived.  Then in 

Acts 10:19-20, 
[19] … while Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are 

looking for you.  [20] But arise, go downstairs, and accompany them without misgivings; for I 

have sent them Myself.” 



Events In the Ministry of Peter!                                                                                          12 March 2023 
Gentiles Also to Be Saved: Part One: Peter’s Trance! 

2 | P a g e  

After Peter arrived at Cornelius’ home, in Acts 10:27-29, 
[27] … as [Peter] talked with [Cornelius], he entered, and found many people assembled. 

Now listen closely as Peter now explains the meaning and purpose for the vision He saw while in the 

trance.  In Acts 10:28-29, Peter, 
[28] … said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to 

associate with a foreigner or to visit him; AND YET GOD HAS SHOWN ME that I SHOULD 

NOT CALL ANYONE UNHOLY or UNCLEAN.  [29] That is why I came without even raising any 

objection when I was sent for.  And so, I ask for what reason you have sent for me.” 

Cornelius then recounted to Peter what the angel had said to him [Acts 10:30-33].  The result of this 

interaction was that in Acts 10:34-35, 
[34] … Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 

[35] but in EVERY NATION the ONE FEARING [God] and DOING WHAT IS RIGHT, IS 

WELCOME TO HIM. 

Now jumping ahead to Acts 10:44-48, you next learn, that, 
[44] While Peter was still speaking these words, THE HOLY SPIRIT FELL UPON ALL THOSE 

WHO WERE LISTENING to the message.  [45] And all the circumcised believers who had come 

with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out upon the 

Gentiles also.  [46] For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God.  Then 

Peter answered, [47] “Surely no one can refuse water for these to be IMMERSED who have 

received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can they?”  [48] And he ordered them to be IMMERSED 

in the name of Jesus Christ…. 

Just to make sure you do not miss it later, you need to consider that in Acts 11:15 Peter explained that 

the HOLY SPIRIT FELL UPON the people in the house of Cornelius, JUST AS HE SPIRIT HAD 

FALLEN UPON the disciples in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost [Acts 2:1-4]! 

Please join me here again tomorrow as we consider Part Two of the Gentiles Also to Be Saved. 

Will you now please join with me in prayer? 

O Father God, the God Who so loved the world that You predetermined to give Jesus, Your only 

begotten Son to come into the world to die for our sinfulness.  For this reason, which is beyond my 

comprehension I offer You today thanksgiving and praise.  Your love for all people is overwhelming to 

me.  Yet You tell me that I should not call anyone unholy or unclean; because everyone from every 

nation who fears You and does what is right is welcome to come to You and be saved.  I ask You to 

receive this prayer through the authority in the name of my Lord Jesus.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

Who promises in His Word to never leave you nor forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6,8]! 

BECAUSE EVERYONE FROM EVERY NATION FEARING HIM AND DOING WHAT IS RIGHT, 

IS WELCOME TO COME TO HIM ! – tom! 


