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[14] Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 

they sent them Peter and John, [15] who came down and prayed for them, that they might 

receive the Holy Spirit.  [16] For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been 

baptized [immersed in water] 1 in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

[Acts 8:14-16] 

I need to begin Today’s Thought by asking you a question.  If it is the case that Peter instructed those 

Jews who had gathered on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:38 to, “‘Repent, and let each of [them] be 

baptized [immersed in water] 1 in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of [their] sins…’”.  And it 

is.  And if it is the case that Peter said these would then “‘RECEIVE the GIFT of the HOLY SPIRIT’”.  

And he did.  Then why did the Samaritans, in Acts 8:15-16 not receive the gift of the Holy Spirit when 

they were ‘immersed 1 into Christ’ ? 

It was because as John 4:9 teaches you the “Jews [had] NO DEALINGS with Samaritans.” 

Following is a list of some of the reasons for the irreconcilable differences between the Jews and the 

Samaritans: 

1. After the death of Solomon Jeroboam became king of the northern kingdom and established 

places of worship and a non-Levitical priesthood [1 Kings 12:26-33]. 

2. After the return from Babylon the Jews rebuilding the temple and repairing the walls to 

Jerusalem caused the animosity between the Jews and Samaritans to grow [Ezra 4:1-24; 

Nehemiah 4:1-2]. 

3. The Samaritans strenuously contended that Samaria was the place designated by Moses for 

the worship of God [John 4:20]. 

4. This perpetuation of the religion of the Samaritans became an irreconcilable hatred between 

the Samaritans and the Jews. 

5. As time went on Samaria became a place of escape for Jewish criminals, refugees, and 

outlaws of Judea, where they were readily received. 

6. The Samaritans accepted only the five books of Moses, and rejected the writings of the 

prophets and all the Jewish traditions. 

7. Jews claimed that the Samaritans were not related to the Israelites, but to the gentile nations 

brought to Samaria by the Assyrians. 

For these reasons the Jews regarded the Samaritans as the worst of the human race [John 8:48] and 

had “no dealings” with the Samaritans [John 4:9]. 

Remember also, Peter and John were disciples appointed by the Lord Himself as apostles, as those: 

1. …who had RECEIVED the “KEYS to the Kingdom” [Matthew 16:19; 18:18]…. 

2. …and who therefore had the AUTHORITY from the Lord Jesus to “LOOSE” or “BIND” on earth 

what had already been “loosed” or “bound” in Heaven [Matthew 16:19; 18:18; John 20:23].  That is 

to say Peter and John, and the other apostles, had the AUTHORITY to teach: 2 

a. … what God ACCEPTS and what God REJECTS and DENIES! 

 
1 “Baptized” is a transliteration of the Greek verb bapti/zw (baptidzō), Strong’s Greek dictionary verb number 907 which when translated has 

the meanings of ‘to immerse in water’, ‘to submerge in water’, etc. 
2 see Leviticus 10:10. 
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b. … what is HOLY and what is PROFANE! 

c. … what is CLEAN and what is UNCLEAN! 

In this authority of apostleship, when Peter and John ‘laid their hands’ on these new Samaritan 

believers: 

1. … it was an OUTWARD WITNESS that these apostles, appointed by the Lord Jesus, ACCEPTED 

the SAMARITAN believers. 

2. Since ACCEPTED by the Lord, and the apostles as brethren in the Lord, all believers should lay 

prejudice aside and also ACCEPT the Samaritans as BRETHREN and SAINTS. 

3. Since God saw the Samaritan believers as holy and clean, then all believers should ACCEPT them 

as HOLY and CLEAN! 

In response to Peter and John PRAYING for, and ‘LAYING HANDS on’ these Samaritans, God gave 

the Samaritans His Holy Spirit.  This was to show that: 

1. … FATHER GOD HIMSELF, ACCEPTED the Samaritans! 

2. … the Samaritans had RECEIVED God’s WORD and had been BROUGHT INTO SALVATION. 

The apostles ‘laying hands on’ the Samaritans gave APOSTOLIC APPROVAL and ACCEPTANCE of 

the Samaritans into the church.  Therefore, disciples of Jesus today should receive those today who 

may be considered modern day Samaritans as disciples of Jesus.  That is if they repent of their sins 

and are immersed into Christ Jesus, calling on His name [Acts 22:16]! 

This conclusion is supported by the fact that Acts 8:25 teaches you as Peter and John journeyed 

“back to Jerusalem, they WERE PREACHING the GOSPEL [good news] to many villages of 

the Samaritans”. 

Will you now please join with me in prayer? 

O Father God, the God Who gives us mercy and grace.  I offer You a gift of thanksgiving that You have 

revealed who are the people to whom you give Your mercy and grace.  I thank You for revealing to us 

that even our enemies can receive Your mercy and grace if they will, as Acts 22:16 teaches, accept the 

Lord Jesus as their Savior and Lord; be immersed; and call on His name!  Teach us Your Word so that 

we might “‘Repent, and… be immersed in water 1 in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

[our] sins and receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit’”.  I ask You to receive this prayer through the authority 

in the name of my Lord Jesus.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

Who promises in His Word to never leave you nor forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6,8]! 

BECAUSE I WAS A SINNER WHOM JESUS ACCEPTED, FORGIVING ME OF MY SINS ! – tom! 


