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[3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple [John], and they were going to the tomb. 
[4] And the two were running together; and the other disciple [John] ran ahead faster than Peter, 

and came to the tomb first; [5] and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; 

but he did not go in.  [6] Simon Peter therefore also came, following him, and entered the tomb; 

and he beheld the linen wrappings lying there, [7] and the face-cloth, which had been on His head, 

not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself.  [8] So the other disciple [John] 

who had first come to the tomb entered then also, and he saw and believed.  [9] For as yet they 

did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 

[John 20:3-9] 

As the Holy Spirit moved John to pen how Peter and John ran to the tomb, understand they did so after 

Mary Magdalene came and announced in John 20:1-2, 

“They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and 

WE DO NOT KNOW WHERE THEY HAVE LAID HIM.” 

I suggest to you it was the announcement that Jesus’ body was missing from the tomb which motivated 

Peter and John to go to the tomb and investigate. 

Now focus on John 20:9 where you are told that, 
[9] For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 

It is incomprehensible to me that with all Jesus had taught these men concerning His death and 

resurrection that “yet they did not understand the Scripture” !  So, let us explore together a sampling of 

some of the things recorded in Scripture which Jesus taught them, that you and I might understand that 

Jesus HAD TO RISE from the dead.’” 

First consider Matthew 16:21 where, after Simon Peter announced that Jesus was “‘the Christ, the Son 

of the living God’” [Matthew 16:16]; you are taught in verse 21 that, 
[21] From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and BE KILLED, and BE RAISED the third day. 

As Jesus was teaching these things to His disciples, in Matthew 16:22 you learn that 
[22] … Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this 

will not happen to You!” 

Here, in brazen ignorance, Peter ‘corrected’ the Lord, not understanding the PURPOSE of God.  We 

learn this from Matthew 16:23 when Jesus, 
[23] turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to Me, for you 

are NOT MINDFUL of the THINGS OF GOD, but the things of men.” 

Perhaps there is a clue here as to why, when Peter and John ran to the empty tomb, they did not yet 

understand the Scriptures. 

Also consider Mark 9:9-10, where coming down from the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus “commanded” 

Peter, James, and John, 
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[9] that they should tell no one the things they had seen, until the 

Son of Man had risen from the dead.” 

Notice the ignorance of these three men in Mark 9:10, where you learn, 
[10] … they kept this word to themselves, 

QUESTIONING WHAT the RISING FROM the DEAD MEANT. 

It was beyond the imagination of these men that someone could die and be resurrected again to life! 

Now listen to how the Holy Spirit moved Luke to report this account in Luke 9.  Here, after coming down 

from the Mount of Transfiguration, in Luke 9:37-42, Jesus healed a child from an unclean spirit and 

gave him back to his father.  At this “they were all amazed at the majesty of God.  But while everyone 

marveled at all the things which Jesus did, He said to His disciples,” 
[44] “Let these words sink down into your ears, for the Son of Man is about to be betrayed into 

the hands of men.”  [45] But they did not understand this saying, and IT WAS HIDDEN FROM 

THEM SO THAT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND IT; and they were afraid to ask Him about 

this saying. 

For God’s own reasons, He sometimes HIDES what He is doing from you and me until the time in 

which we need to understand. 

Again, in Mark 9:30-32, as Jesus and His disciples travel through Galilee you learn that Jesus, 
[31] … taught His disciples and said to them, “The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands 

of men, and they will kill Him.  And after He is killed, He will rise the third day.” 

Here again Jesus’ disciples, 
[32] … did not understand this saying and were afraid to ask Him. 

Listen to what Peter later preached to the crowd of people on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:30-36. 
[30] Therefore, [David] being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him 

that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would RAISE UP the Messiah-Christ to 

sit on his throne, [31] [David], foreseeing this, spoke concerning the RESURRECTION of the 

Messiah-Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.  [32] This 

Jesus God HAS RAISED UP, of which we are all witnesses. … 
[36] “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, Whom 

you crucified, both Lord and Messiah-Christ.” 

Will you now please join with me in prayer? 

Father, I present to You an offering of thanksgiving that You have now clearly revealed to us that it was 

necessary for Jesus to die and be raised again, that He might be both Lord and Messiah-Christ.  I ask 

You to receive this prayer through the authority of the name of the Lord Jesus.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

Who promises in His Word to never leave you nor forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6,8]! 

BECAUSE HIS WORD NOW GIVES ME CLEAR UNDERSTANDING ! – tom! 


