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[1] Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one 

in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, unless you also be tempted.  [2] Bear one 

another's burdens, and in this way fulfill the law of Christ. 

[Galatians 6:1-2] 

As we begin today, I feel the need to define the word FUNDAMENTAL.  Something that is fundamental 

is what is the central or primary rule or principle on which something is based.  It is that which serves as 

or is an essential part of a foundation or basis.  It is that which is the BASIC  UNDERLYING  

PRINCIPLE of something. 

For our purpose today, the UNDERLYING  PRINCIPLE from Galatians 6:1 is that there are some 

BELIEVERS who are SPIRITUAL.  We then read in Galatians 6:3 that “… if anyone thinks they are 

SOMETHING when they are NOTHING, they DECEIVE THEMSELF”.  Consider together with this what 

we learn in Luke 1:49 and 51 where Mary the mother of the Lord Jesus said, 
[49] “For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and holy is His name.  …  [51] He has 

done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were  PROUD  in the  

THOUGHTS  of their  HEART. 

Also consider the fundamental thought in Proverbs 11:2 where we are told that “When PRIDE comes, 

then comes  DISHONOR, but with the HUMBLE IS WISDOM”.  Also consider together with this 

Proverbs 29:23, where we learn that “A person’s  PRIDE  will bring them  LOW, but a  HUMBLE  

SPIRIT will obtain HONOR”. 

When speaking of PRIDE and HUMILITY we must also consider the fundamental aspect of SELF-

ESTEEM.  Let me try to illustrate this.  When we speak of  SELF-ESTEEM  you need to understand 

SELF equals ALL YOU ARE.  If YOU ARE PRIDEFUL then YOU ARE ‘YOU-ABSORBED’, and you 

may see yourself as having ‘YOU-RIGHTEOUSNESS’, a righteousness from within yourself. 

However, when we speak of SELF-ESTEEM and HUMILITY, we must begin with the fundamental basis 

that HUMILITY is power under control.  This is based upon the fact that the one who is humble is not 

‘SELF-ABSORBED’ but ‘CHRIST-ABSORBED’.  They are not ‘SELF-RIGHTEOUS’ but ‘CHRIST-

RIGHTEOUS’.  That is, they TRULY BELIEVE and UNDERSTAND who they are in Christ! 

When speaking of the elders of a congregation, the Holy Spirit moves Paul to write to Timothy and say 

in 1 Timothy 3:6, that they are not to be a “new convert, unless they become CONCEITED (INFLATED 

with PRIDE) and fall into the CONDEMNATION incurred by the devil”.  The reason for this concern is 

found in Proverbs 16:18-20 where we are told, 
[18] PRIDE goes before destruction, and a haughty SPIRIT before stumbling.  [19] It is better to 

be of a HUMBLE SPIRIT with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the PROUD.  [20] The one 

who GIVES  ATTENTION  TO the WORD shall find good, and BLESSED is the one 

TRUSTING in the LORD. 

We must also consider PRIDE, HUMILITY and TEMPTATION.  In James 1:14 the Holy Spirit defines 

TEMPTATION for us saying, ““But each one is TEMPTED when they are carried away and enticed by 

their own LUST (strong desires)”.  Then speaking of loving the things of this world in 1 John 2:15-17, 
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we are told in 1 John 2:16 that “all that is in the world, the LUST (strong desires) of the FLESH and the 

LUST (strong desires) of the EYES and the PRIDEFUL  MANNER of LIFE, is not from the Father but is 

from the world”.  These are the things that bring temptations into our life.  We see this illustrated in 

Genesis 3:6, 

When the woman saw that the tree was GOOD for FOOD… a DELIGHT to the EYES… and that 

the tree was DESIRABLE to MAKE ONE WISE, she took… and gave also to her husband…”. 

Do you remember how in Luke 4:1-13, “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

led about by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being TEMPTED by the devil…” [Luke 4:1-2]?  

Have you ever taken note that in Luke 4:13 we are told that, “when the devil had finished every 

TEMPTATION, he DEPARTED from Him until an  OPPORTUNE  TIME” ? [also see Job 1:7-12; 2:1-5].  

The devil did not just tempt Jesus with the three temptations in Luke 4:1-13.  No, through out Jesus’ life 

and ministry the devil looked for opportunities to tempt Jesus.  Why should we be surprised when He 

looks for opportunities to continue to tempt us. 

Having considered these things please closely heed the words of James 4:5-10. 
[5] Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously desires the Spirit which 

He has made to dwell in us”?  [6] But He gives a greater grace.  Therefore, it says, “God IS 

OPPOSED to the PROUD, but GIVES GRACE to the HUMBLE.”  [7] SUBMIT therefore TO God.  

RESIST the devil and he will flee from you.  [8] DRAW NEAR TO GOD and HE WILL DRAW 

NEAR TO YOU.  CLEANSE your hands, you sinners; and PURIFY your hearts, you double-

minded.  [9] Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and 

your joy to gloom.  [10] Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

Let me leave you with the words of 1 Peter 5:5.  When speaking to the younger men, Peter is moved to 

say, 

… all of you, CLOTHE yourselves with HUMILITY toward one another for GOD IS OPPOSED 

TO THE PROUD BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 

Please pray with me as we close Today’s Thought. 

Father, I praise You today that You have reminded me too not be prideful.  I thank you for reminding 

me that You are opposed to me when I am proud but give me grace when I am humble.  I now pray that 

You make us quickly aware when proud thoughts begin to enter our hearts.  Help us to not be self-

absorbed, but to humble ourselves that we may serve You to Your glory.  I ask for this by the power 

and authority that is in the name of Jesus.  Please hear us and answer us.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!  

I WANT TO CLOTHE MYSELF WITH HUMILITY THAT HE WOULD GIVE ME GRACE ! – tom 


