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[3] For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did, sending His own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin; He condemned sin in the flesh, 
[4] in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to 

the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  [5] For those who are according to the flesh set their minds 

on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

[Romans 8:3-5] 

Years ago, I knew a man that whenever one of his close friends in the congregation would do 

something or get involved in something a disciple of Jesus should not be involved in; he would excuse 

their action by simply saying, “Oh he is just a worldly Christian”.  The more I thought about this the 

more I wondered.  Then one day as I was thinking about the way he excused their choices; I asked 

myself a question I would now like to ask you.  “IF there ARE worldly Christians, then does that mean 

there are also heavenly devils” ? 

There are three different human natures I would like you to consider with me today.  The first is the 

CARNAL or FLESHLY nature.  To have this nature is to have the behavior typical of human nature or 

the flesh.  However, this nature has a special focus upon the baser physical desires.  These base 

physical desires are governed by the mere human nature and can be defined as being ‘of the flesh’ or 

‘worldly’, rather than being of the Spirit of God. 

The second nature is the SOULISH nature.  That is the nature belonging to the psuchē or breath of life.  

It is to have the NATURE and CHARACTERISTICS of the principles of ANIMAL LIFE that people have 

in common with the animal world.  It is the SENSUOUS NATURE with its SUBJECTION to APPETITES 

and PASSIONS. 

Lastly is the SPIRITUAL nature.  This is the nature of humans that relates to the HUMAN  SPIRIT  and 

POSSESSES the NATURE of the RATIONAL SOUL that RELATES to God.  In case you have never 

heard or have forgotten, the same God Who laid the foundation of the earth, also formed your spirit that 

is within you [Zechariah 12:1].  It is through your spirit that you CAN BE FILLED with the Holy Spirit.  It 

is through your spirit within you that you can be INFLUENCED and GOVERNED by the Spirit of God to 

do the SPIRITUAL ACTS of a LIFE TOTALLY SURRENDERED to and DEDICATED to God, the acts 

that are approved by God.  According to 2 Peter 1:3, it is the way God’s divine power gives us all things 

pertaining to LIFE and GODLINESS.  It does this THROUGH OUR KNOWLEDGE of HIM. 

Let us now look at how we can begin to UNDERSTAND the SPIRITUAL BELIEVER.  First consider 

what the Holy Spirit moved Paul to write in Romans 6 where we learn in verse 17 that, even “though” 

we may have been, or still are CARNAL or FLESHLY and a “SLAVE of SIN”; we can now be 

“OBEDIENT from the HEART to that form of teaching to which” we should “be “committed”. 

Then Romans 6:18 teaches us that we can be “FREED from sin” and become “slaves of 

RIGHTEOUSNESS.  Romans 6:19 then instructs us that it was “because of the weakness of” our 

“flesh” that we “presented” our “members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness”, which resulted “in 

further lawlessness”.  Then we are instructed to, “now present” our “members as slaves to 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, resulting in SANCTIFICATION”. 
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Listen to Paul’s confession in Romans 7:18 where he admits, 

For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, 

but the doing of the good is not. 

Is this not true of all who live by the FLESH and not by the SPIRIT ?  Listen to these truths from 

Romans 8:1-9. 

• [1] There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

• [2] The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

• [3] God condemned sin in the flesh, having sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 

as an offering for sin. 

• [4] We are not to walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

• [5] Those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 

are according to the Spirit, on the things of the Spirit. 

• [6] The mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace. 

• [7] The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God and is not able to submit to the law of God. 

• [8] Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

• [9] If the Spirit of Christ does not dwell in you then you do not belong to Christ. 

• [10] If Christ is in you, the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 

• [11] If the Spirit of God dwells in you, then God will give life to your mortal bodies through His 

Spirit who indwells you. 

• [13] If you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

• [14] For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are children of God. 

Listen to how Colossians 3:1 says we can apply this to our everyday lives. 

If then you have been raised up with Christ, KEEP SEEKING the THINGS ABOVE, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

Please pray with me as we close Today’s Thought. 

Father, I praise You today that You have given Your Holy Spirit to dwell in us who are disciples of 

Jesus.  I now pray that You move me and those praying with me to learn of Your Spirit through His 

leading us to understand Your Word the Bible.  Give us understanding of the greatness of living 

according to Your Spirit.  I ask for this by the power and authority that is in the name of Jesus.  Please 

hear us and answer us.  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!  

BECAUSE I CHOOSE TO WALK BY HIS SPIRIT ! – tom 


