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[36] Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him.  And He entered the 

Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.  [37] And behold, there was a woman in the city who 

was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, 

she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, [38] and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, 

she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and 

kissing His feet, and anointing them with the perfume.  [39] Now when the Pharisee who had 

invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who and 

what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.” 

[Luke 7:36-39] 

The verses above show us the context for Today’s Thought.  Then in Luke 7:40 we are told that “Jesus 

answered and said to him…”.  Remember that in Luke 7:39 above, the Pharisee did not speak his 

thought aloud, ‘he said’ it ‘to himself’.  Yet, even unspoken, Jesus knew what he had thought and 

answered him.  I tell you this that you may know that Jesus “needed no one to bear witness about” 

about us humans, “for He Himself” knows “what” is “in” us [John 2:25].  Always remember, Jesus knows 

the thoughts and intentions of your heart. 

Jesus then tells the earthly story as He gives answer to the Pharisees thought in Luke 7:40-42, where, 
[40] “Jesus answered and said to him Simon, I have something to say to you.”  And he replied, 

“Say it, Teacher.”  [41] “A certain moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, 

and the other fifty.  [42] “When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both.  

WHICH of them therefore WILL LOVE him MORE?” 

“Simon answered” in Luke 7:43 “and said, ‘I suppose the one whom he forgave more.’  Jesus then said 

‘You have judged correctly.’”  Jesus then gives the Heavenly lesson and application for this parable in 

Luke 7:44-46 when, 
[44] … turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?  I entered your 

house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears, and wiped 

them with her hair.  [45] You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased 

to kiss My feet.  [46] You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 

Simon the Pharisee had FAILED to keep what were at that time three of the customs of hospitality.  He 

made no provision for the Master’s feet to be washed and he did not give Jesus the customary 

welcoming kiss on the cheek.  Neither did he anoint Jesus’ head with oil.  Whatever his reason for 

bringing Jesus into his home for a meal, it was not out of respect for the Teacher, let alone having love 

for Him. 

However, Jesus said the ‘sinful’ woman showed a ‘love’ for Him.  Jesus says this was expressed 

through her ‘wetting’ Jesus’ “feet with her tears and” ‘wiping’ “them with her hair not” ‘ceasing’ “to kiss” 

His “feet”; and ‘anointing’ His “feet with perfume”.  Then in Luke 7:47, because of this great love which 

she showed for Jesus, we hear Him say, 

“For this reason, I say to you her sins which are many have been forgiven, for she loved much; 

but the one who is forgiven little, loves little.” 

Let me say that in the grammar of the Greek text, the term “have been forgiven” is in the perfect tense 
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which indicates a completed action.  The reason I point this out is so that you will understand that Jesus 

did not forgive her sins here, they had previously been forgiven before coming to the Pharisees house. 

Then in Luke 7:50, Jesus, 

… said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Do you remember me saying that Jesus “needed no one to bear witness about” us humans, “for He 

Himself” knows “what” is “in” you and me [John 2:25]?  I also said that this means Jesus knows the 

thoughts and intentions of your heart.  I say this here again to say that Jesus knows how GRATEFUL 

you are for His FORGIVING you from your SINS !  He knows if you just read about FORGIVENESS of 

SINS in the Scriptures and accept as just another Bible fact.  Or if in your HEART you have ever 

stopped to consider and understand both the magnitude and the eternal consequence of your SINS?  

Have you ever considered the GREATNESS of Jesus’ MARVELOUS MERCY, GRACE, and LOVE for 

you that motivated Him to come to this world to die for YOUR SINS? 

Consider that the Heavenly lesson and application for this parable is that the one who has the greatest 

realization of HOW MUCH they have been FORGIVEN; is the one who LOVES their FORGIVER the 

MOST ! 

Let me again leave with the words of Jesus, “Let the one who has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

Please pray with me as we close Today’s Thought. 

Father, I praise You today that You called me to focus on the greatness of my sins and the greatness of 

the mercy, grace, and love that has taken my sins away.  I now pray today that You move me and 

those praying with me today to often stop and reflect on the greatness of our forgiveness.  Give us 

understanding of the greatness of Your forgiving love that we might love You in a greater way.  I ask 

that by the power and authority that is in the name of Jesus that You hear our prayer and do this!  

Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!  

I LOVE HIM MUCH, BECAUSE I UNDERSTAND HOW MUCH HE HAS FORGIVEN ME ! – tom 


