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[26] And [Jesus] was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; 
[27] and goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts up and grows; how, he 

himself does not know.  [28] The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, 

then the mature grain in the head.  [29] But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the 

sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

[Mark 4:26-29] 

In Today’s parable we again hear of “SEED” being ‘cast’ “upon the soil”.  I firmly believe that once again 

we are to understand this “SEED” as being the WORD of God and the “SOIL” as being one’s heart 

[Matthew 13:19-23; Mark 4:15-20; Luke 8:12-15].  Secondly because of 1 Peter 1:23 which says, 

for you have been born again not of SEED which is perishable but imperishable, that is, 

through the living and abiding WORD of God. 

You should well understand that it is Jesus Who says in Mark 4:27 that the man “‘goes to bed at night 

and gets up by day, and the SEED SPROUTS UP and GROWS.’”; but the man “‘himself does not know 

how’” the crop GROWS !  It is a mystery.  We humans seldom like to admit that there are some things 

we do not understand and cannot explain.  Even though scientist have discovered how to make hybrid 

seeds, they cannot tell us how a seed actually grows – it just does. 

All we humans know is that when God created crops and trees, etc. He created within them the ability 

to SPROUT and GROW – but we cannot explain how.  All we can admit is that they can.  Remember, 

Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed 

belong to us….”  There are some things we will never be able to understand or explain. 

Consider some other mysteries of God like when He skillfully made your frame in secret [Psalms 

139:15].  Or what about Ecclesiastes 11:5 where Solomon says that, since we “do not know the path of 

the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant woman”; how can we “know the 

activity of God who makes all things”. 

Speaking of the WIND, do you remember Jesus’ words to Nicodemus in John 3:8?  Jesus said to him, 

“‘The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes 

from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.’” 

Here in John 3:8 Jesus reveals two things that we humans cannot know.  The first is how “‘The wind 

blows where it wishes’”.  What makes the light breeze grow into a strong wind and a strong wind into a 

hurricane or tornado?  What determines the winds direction?  Only the creator God knows.  The second 

is the SPIRITUAL act of the HOLY SPIRIT that gives a NEW SPIRITUAL “BIRTH”. 

Even though I cannot explain the ‘HOWS’ of what the SPIRIT does, I can assure you that He does what 

He does even though I do not know how He does it.  Just as the farmer only sees the result of the seed 

he sows, sometimes we must by FAITH be assured that the SPIRIT is also growing a ‘spiritual crop’ 

within us that we can ‘HARVEST’ to God’s glory! 

So, what is your part in HARVESTING this SPIRITUAL CROP ?  First consider what SPIRITUAL 

IMMATURITY is: 
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• It is the INABILITY to receive strong doctrine [1 Corinthians 3:1-2; 14:20; Hebrews 5:12-14]! 

• It is NOT REALIZING your NEED to be TUTORED [1 Corinthians 14:20; Galatians 4:1-3 

Ephesians 4:14; Hebrews 5:12-14]! 

• It is the INSTABILITY of your FAITH still holding you from MATURITY in spiritual things 

[Hebrews 5:12-14; 1 Peter 2:2-3]! 

HARVESTING a SPIRITUAL CROP begins by doing five things: 

1. By putting away childish things [1 Corinthians 13:11]! 

2. By cultivating SPIRITUAL understanding of the things God has revealed to us [Ephesians 

5:17]! 

3.  By following the example of Christ [Ephesians 4:15; 5:1]! 

4. By becoming students of the DEEPER TRUTHS of the good news [Galatians 2:5; 5:7; 

Ephesians 1:13; 4:15,25; 6:14; Colossians 1:5-6; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Timothy 2:15]! 

5. By OVERCOMING TEMPTATION [1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 2:18]! 

Please listen closely to Hosea 10:12 where we are instructed to, 

Sow with a view to righteousness, Reap in accordance with kindness; break up your fallow 

ground, for it is time to seek the Lord until He comes to rain righteousness on you. 

Also consider 2 Corinthians 9:6,8 where Paul is moved to say, 
[6] Now this I say, the one sowing sparingly will also reap sparingly; and the one sowing 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.  [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that 

always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed. 

Let me leave you with the words of Galatians 6:7-9 where we are warned and instructed, 
[7] Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever one sows, this they will also reap. 

[8] For the one sowing to their own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one sowing 

to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  [9] And let us not lose heart in doing good, for 

in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 

Remember, Jesus says, “The one having ears to hear, let them hear.” 

Please pray with me as we close Today’s Thought. 

Father, I praise You today that You give us the promise that if we sow to the Spirit, we shall reap 

eternal life.  I pray today that You teach me and those praying with me to truthfully evaluate ourselves 

in relationship to the things that will both hinder and help us to be able to harvest a spiritual crop to 

Your glory.  I ask that by the power and authority that is in the name of Jesus that You hear our prayer 

and do this!  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!  

BECAUSE I WANT TO HARVEST A SPIRITUAL CROP TO GOD’S GLORY – tom! 


