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[14] “For (the Kingdom of Heaven) is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves, 

and entrusted his possessions to them.  [15] And to one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to 

another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey.” 

[Matthew 25: 14-15] 

In Today’s parable Thought Jesus tells the earthly story of “a man about to go on a journey, who called 

his own slaves, and entrusted his possessions to them”.  These “possessions” of Matthew 25:14 are 

referred to as “talents” [Matthew 25:15].  This distribution of “talents” was made “according to” each 

one’s “own ability”.  Let me pause here to give an abbreviated description of what a talent is. 

Originally it referred to the “scale of a balance….  Later it came to mean something weighed, a 

weight, and hence a talent as a certain fixed weight for gold and silver. … The talent was also 

used as a denomination for money which was reckoned by weight. … It is now estimated that 

a talent was equal to approximately one thousand dollars.  Whatever its exact value, in the 

(New Testament tnb) a talent indicates a large sum of money.”1 

Now back to the earthly story.  In Matthew 25:16 we are told that the slave “who had received the five 

talents (5,000 dollars?) went and traded with them” and doubled it to $10,000.  Matthew 25:16 tells us 

the one  “who had received the two talents ($2,000 dollars?) went and traded with them” and doubled it 

to $4,000 [Matthew 25:17].  However, the one “who had received the one talent (1,000 dollars?) went 

away and dug in the ground and hid his master's money”. 

Upon the master’s return, in Matthew 25:19-23, he came to his slaves to settle accounts with them.  

The “one who had received the five talents came up and brought” the ten, “saying, ‘Master, you 

entrusted five talents to me; see, I have gained five more talents.’”  And to the “one who had received 

the two talents” he brought the four, saying, ‘you entrusted to me two talents; see, I have gained two 

more talents’”.  To both the “master said… ‘Well done, good and faithful slave; you were FAITHFUL 

with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, ENTER UNTO the JOY of your master.’” 

However, in Matthew 25:24-27, “the one… who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, 

I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no 

seed.  And I was afraid and went away and hid your talent in the ground; see, you have what is yours.’  

But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not 

sow and gather where I scattered no seed.  Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on 

my arrival, I would have received my money back with interest.’” 

Now look at the end of the earthly story in Matthew 25:28-29  The master commanded, 

“‘Therefore, take away the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  For 

to everyone who has shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but from the one 

who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.’” 

Then in Matthew 25:30 the master said to, 

 
1 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
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“‘… cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth’”. 

So, what is the Heavenly lesson and application for this parable?  At first glance it may seem to be to 

be good stewards of what God has given us.  That is true, but not the primary lesson and application.  

Read again Matthew 25:21 and 23.  Did you see the primary lesson and application?  It is 

FAITHFULNESS !  Faithfulness to what the Lord and Master of our souls asks of us. 

Consider this point to note.  When the master said, ‘you knew that I reap where I did not sow, and 

gather where I scattered no seed’, he was not admitting this was the type of man he was.  He is saying 

that this was his slaves PERCEPTION of who he was.  Some people’s perception of God limits how 

FAITHFUL to God they are willing to be.  What kind of God do you perceive Him to be?  How 

FAITHFUL a steward are you for God? 

This parable also demonstrates that not everyone has the ability to serve in the same way as everyone 

else.  Listen to Romans 12:6 where we are told that, “since we have gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us”, we are “each” to “exercise them accordingly” or faithfully to the best of our ability. 

In Matthew 25:26, Jesus says that the slaves excuse of his perception of the master was not the real 

reason why he hid the talent.  Look again at Matthew 25:26 and 30.  Did you hear what Jesus called this 

slave?  He called him “wicked”, “lazy” and “worthless”.  Truth be known, in my past there were times 

when I was “worthless” to God, not being as faithful as I should have been because of my “wickedness” 

and or “laziness”.  What about you? 

The last lesson and application of this parable that I will share is in Romans 14:12, where we are 

reminded that “each one of us shall give account of themself to God” !  When you stand before the 

Master on that day which words will you hear Him speak?  “Well done, good and faithful slave… 

ENTER UNTO the JOY of your master” !  Or “cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in 

that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” ! 

“The one having ears to hear, let them hear.” 

Please pray with me as we close Today’s Thought. 

Father, I praise You today that You have reminded me from where You have brought me that I may 

now be faithful in my service to You.  I pray that today You teach me and those praying this prayer with 

me the need for us to not be worthless to You by being wicked or lazy in our service to You.  Through 

Your Word and the guidance of your Holy Spirit teach us to be truthful and diligent in what we do that it 

may be to Your glory!  I ask by the power and authority that is in the name of Jesus that You hear our 

prayer and do this!  Amen! 

Please meditate and pray on these things! 

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!  

BECAUSE I DO NOT WANT TO BE CAST INTO THE OUTER DARKNESS – tom! 


