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Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 

[1 Corinthians 11:1] 

I want to begin Today’s Thought by looking at the third verse of the song Send the Light, which says, 

Let us pray that grace may everywhere abound, “Send the light! Send the light!” 

And a CHRISTLIKE SPIRIT everywhere BE FOUND, Send the light! Send the light! 

What does it mean to be CHRISTLIKE ?  It is to resemble or show the spirit and attitude of Jesus 

Christ.  It is the process by which believers are conformed to the LIKENESS of Jesus Christ; especially 

in relation to His obedience to and His trust in God. It is to imitate Jesus Who sets Himself before us as 

a model of what and how we should live as those whom God has REDEEMED through Jesus’s blood. 

Remember, God foreknew before the creation of this world those who would become Christ followers.  

It is these “He also predetermined TO BECOME CONFORMED TO the IMAGE of His Son” [Romans 

8:29]. 

The fact that Jesus expects us to become CHRISTLIKE is seen in John 13:15.  Here, after having 

washed His disciples’ feet He explained to them and us today that He had given them and us “an 

example” that they and we today “should do as” Jesus “did”.  It is not to literally wash feet; even though 

we should do that if that is what someone needs.  His example is to humble ourselves as He, the Lord, 

humbled Himself that we may become like Him. 

In fact, in Philippians 2:5-8 you are commanded by the Holy Spirit speaking through Paul to, 
[5] HAVE THIS ATTITUDE in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, [6] Who, although He 

existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, [7] but 

EMPTIED Himself, taking the form of a SLAVE, and being made in the likeness of men.  [8] 

And being found in appearance as a man, He HUMBLED Himself by BECOMING OBEDIENT 

TO THE POINT OF DEATH, even death on a cross. 

As well as Imitating the example of Jesus it is ESSENTIAL, as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11:1, that we 

become imitators of him as he also imitated Christ.  Please understand it is not arrogance that moved 

Paul to tell us to do this.  In Philippians 3:17 we learn that we are to follow Paul’s example.  But notice 

that the verse goes on to say that we also are to “observe” others “who walk according to” that same 

“pattern”.  This implies that we should follow the examples of Paul and these others; but most 

importantly Jesus. 

Do you know why Jesus “gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 

some as shepherds and teachers” [Ephesians 4:11]?  It was, 
[12] FOR the EQUIPPING of the saints FOR the WORK of SERVICE, TO the BUILDING UP OF 

THE BODY 1 of Christ; [13] UNTIL WE ALL ATTAIN TO the UNITY of the FAITH, and of the 

KNOWLEDGE OF the Son of God, into one who is MATURE, TO the MEASURE of the 

STATURE WHICH BELONGS TO the FULNESS of Christ. 

Notice in Philippians 3:8-11 how Paul says he followed the example of Jesus in his life.  He says, 
[8] … I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I 

may gain Christ, [9] and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 

 
1 The church is the body of Christ, Colossians 1:18, 24; Ephesians 1:22-23. 
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from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from 

God on the basis of faith, [10] that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the 

fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; [11] in order that I may attain to the 

resurrection from the dead. 

Philippians 3:20-21 reminds us that, 
[20] … our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ; [21] Who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His 

glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

Listen to the conclusion 1 John 2:4-6 makes concerning having a CHRISTLIKE SPIRIT. 
[4] The one saying, “I have come to know Him,” and not keeping His commandments, is a liar, 

and the truth is not in them; [5] but the one KEEPING His Word, in them the LOVE of GOD has 

TRULY BEEN PERFECTED.  By this we know that we are in Him: [6] the one saying they 

ABIDE IN Him OUGHT TO WALK IN the SAME MANNER AS HE WALKED. 

Listen to the promise of 1 John 3:2-3 which says, 
[2] Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be.  We 

know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. 
[3] And everyone having this hope fixed on Him PURIFIES themself, just as He is pure. 

Please pray with me in a closing prayer. 

Father, I praise You for revealing to us our need to have a Christlike spirit within ourselves.  And this so 

we can follow Christ’s example and imitate Him.  Thank you for having given us other believers in 

Scripture and our lives today who have made the choice to be Christlike examples for us.  I now ask for 

myself and those who are praying with me today that we would also follow the example of Jesus and 

also those disciples of His who have the spirit of Christlikeness.  Make us to be pure as Christ is pure!  I 

pray and ask this in the power and authority of the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

Please meditate and pray on these things!  

Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One 

promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!  

BECAUSE I WANT TO DEVELOP A CHRISTLIKE SPIRT WITHIN MYSELF AND OTHERS ! – tom! 


