Coming to God in this New Year!
Comes through Hungering for God’s Word!
[4]
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But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’”
[Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4]

I hope you are familiar enough with the God-breathed Word to recognize the above passage. These
are the Words Jesus spoke to the tempter, when Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, saying to Him,
“If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread” [Matthew 4:3; Luke 4:3]. These
words Jesus spoke [Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4] originated in Deuteronomy 8 when Moses was reminding
the people of all that the LORD God had done in bringing them to the place where they would soon
cross the Jordan River to enter the Promised Land. Listen to what Moses is here moved to say
concerning the importance of the Word of God in the lives of His People.
“All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do, that you
may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD swore to give to your
forefathers. [2] And you shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in
the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in
your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. [3] And He humbled you and
let you be hungry and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know,
that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by
everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.”
[Deuteronomy 8:1-3]

[1]

I hope you carefully read these words so that you can see the five reasons the LORD God allowed Israel
to hunger in the wilderness. These reasons are:
1. That they WOULD BE CAREFUL TO DO all that God commanded them [8:1].
2. That they WOULD REMEMBER all the way which the LORD God had led them [8:2].
3. To HUMBLE them, TESTING them TO KNOW WHAT WAS IN their HEART [8:2].
4. TESTING them TO KNOW if they would keep His Word [8:2].
Now here is the MAIN REASON.
5. HE HUMBLED them and LET them BE HUNGRY and FED them WITH MANNA THAT HE
MIGHT MAKE them UNDERSTAND THAT MAN DOES NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE but BY
EVERYTHING THAT PROCEEDS OUT FROM THE MOUTH OF THE LORD [8:3].
Israel physically hungered and God feed them with “Spiritual food” [1 Corinthians 10:3]. Many who say
they are believers in Jesus are ‘Spiritually’ hungry today. They wander around looking for what will
satisfy their ‘Spiritual’ hunger. Yet for what ever reason rather than feasting on the “Spiritual Food” of
God’s Word, the Bible; they seek satisfaction from the things of this world and are never satisfied.
I have said it before, and I will continue to say it. The Bible is a Spiritual book, breathed by God the
Spirit; and delivered to us by His Holy Spirit, that we may understand Spiritual things; and become a
Spiritual people who worship Him in spirit and truth to His glory [2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21;
1 Corinthians 2:13-16; John 4:24]!
The apostles understood the need for the Word of God in the lives of the people of God when they said
in Acts 6:4 that they would “‘DEVOTE’” themselves “‘to prayer and to the ministry of THE WORD’.” We
are further told that the three thousand souls who received the word and were immersed on the day of
Pentecost [Acts 2:41]; “DEVOTED themselves to the apostles’ teaching.” That is devoted themselves
to the Words of Jesus that He commanded to be taught [Matthew 28:20]; and the things the Holy Spirit
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taught them to teach which He had heard from the Father [John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13].
As these early disciples went out and spoke the Word of God to those around them, we are told that
“the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly…” [Acts 6:7].
This forces me to ask you a question concerning why disciples of the Lord are not greatly multiplying
today? I would suggest it is because there are not many disciples today who hunger for the Word of
God. And hungering themselves, not knowing the “BREAD of LIFE” they cannot share it with others
who are hungering for spiritual salvation.
Most of you will remember the fundamental teaching, we learn from John 1:1 where we read that,
In the beginning was the WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the WORD WAS GOD.
Then John 1:14 teaches us that “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth”.
Why am I reminding you of these two fundamental verses? It is because Jesus is the “WORD” that
became “flesh”. And since John 1:1 says, “the WORD WAS GOD”, then if you do not spend time
learning what the Bible says:
1. You are not being CAREFUL TO DO all that God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit desire for you to do
to Their “GLORY” [1 Corinthians 10:31].
2. You have not LEARNED ALL THE WAYS in which God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit want to lead
you to REPENTANCE [Romans 2:4], so you may lead a godly, peaceful, and quiet life [1
Timothy 2:2].
3. You are not allowing the “living and active” Word of God to TEST and DISCERN “the
THOUGHTS and INTENTIONS of YOUR HEART [Hebrews 4:12];
4. TESTING you TO KNOW if you will keep His Word [John 14:23-24].
Most importantly the MAIN thing is,
5. You have not yet HUMBLED yourself to UNDERSTAND THAT YOU DO NOT LIVE BY BREAD
ALONE but BY EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT FROM THE MOUTH OF THE Lord.
Will you please join with me in a closing prayer?
O Father God, I come before You today making requests not only for myself but also for those praying
this prayer with me. I pray and ask that You through Your Word, the Bible; and through the leading of
Your Holy Spirit; remind us that we need to know and understand the Words You breathed that we may
remember all the ways which You want to lead us in the wildernesses of this world. Humble us and test
us that we may know the intentions of our hearts so we may repent when necessary. Reveal to us if
we are truly keeping Your Word. Above all, teach us and never let us forget to feast on the Spiritual
Word You have given us. Humble us and make us to understand and never forget that we do not live
by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds out from Your mouth. I pray and ask for Your
guidance in the name of Jesus and by the power and authority that is in His name. Amen!
Please meditate and pray on these things!
Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One
promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!
Because I CHOOSE TO LIVE BY EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT FROM THE MOUTH OF
MY LORD ! – tom!
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