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“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and
Christ; this Jesus Whom you crucified.” [37] Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” [38] And
Peter said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be immersed in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
[Acts 2:36-38]
[36]

One of the things many people do each New Year is to make resolutions concerning the things they
want to change in their lives. In a sense this is what repentance is. Repentance is a resolve to turn
away from doing the things that keep us from God and turn us to walk in God’s will. When we read in
Acts 2:37 that the people “were pierced to the heart”, it is saying the people came to a HEARTFELT
FAITH in what Peter had just taught them [Acts 2:22-36]. Peter answered the people’s question “what
shall we do”, by commanding them “REPENT…” !
Our English verb “REPENT ” is the Greek imperative verb metanoe/w,1 which is a compound word
coming from the Greek preposition meta/2 meaning, ‘the change of place or condition’; combined
together with noe/w3 which means ‘to exercise the mind’. Therefore, metanoughō, “to REPENT” means
to change the mind, relenting from one thing in favor of another. It is a TRUE change of heart toward
God.
The promises of Acts 2:38 to those who REPENTED were not only for those who REPENTED on that
day. They were also for their “children, and for all who are far off (distant, [Ephesians 2:13]), as many
as the Lord our God shall call to Himself” [Acts 2:39], if they also REPENTED. This “as many as the
Lord our God shall call to Himself” includes you and me today.
According to 2 Timothy 2:19 REPENTANCE is a part of God’s FIRM FOUNDATION. In fact, the
Scripture says that “the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, ‘The Lord knows those who are
His,’ and, ‘Let everyone who names the name of the Lord ABSTAIN from wickedness.’”
You may or may not have heard that REPENTANCE was preached from the “beginning of the gospel
(Goodnews) of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” [Mark 1:1]. This “beginning of the gospel (Goodnews)”
was when “John (the immerser) appeared, immersing in the wilderness and proclaiming an
IMMERSION OF REPENTANCE for the forgiveness of sins” [Mark 1:4]! It was at this time that “all the
country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being immersed by him in the river
Jordan, CONFESSING their sins” [Mark 1:5]. John’s message then was “REPENT, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” [Matthew 3:2]. This was also the message that the Lord Jesus began to preach,
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; REPENT and believe in the gospel
(Goodnews)” [Mark 1:15; see also Matthew 4:17]! This should still be the church’s message today!
In Matthew 11:20 we learn that there was a time when Jesus “began to denounce the cities where most
of His mighty works had been done, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT REPENT” [Matthew 11:21-24]. Stop
and consider the marvelous work of forgiveness of sins Jesus has done in your life. Is there anything
you yet need to REPENT of?
Learn a lesson from the encounter Jesus had with some “who told Him about the Galileans whose
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“Repent” is the Greek imperative verb metanoe/w (phonetically pronounced metanoughō), Strong’s Greek Dictionary verb number 3340.
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meta/ is Strong’s Greek dictionary preposition number 3326 phonetically pronounced meta.
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noe/w is Strong’s Greek dictionary verb number 3539 phonetically pronounced noyehoh.
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blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices” [Luke 13:1]. Listen to Jesus’ response in Luke 13:2-5.
And He answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the
other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; BUT UNLESS YOU
REPENT, YOU WILL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam
fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; BUT UNLESS YOU REPENT, YOU WILL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH.”
You see Jesus knows we sometimes judge ourselves by comparing ourselves to others. Sometimes
this leads us to feel that we are not as bad as they are, so we are okay. However, Jesus here tells us
that if we have any sin in our lives FOR WHICH WE HAVE NOT REPENTED, we “WILL LIKEWISE
PERISH” !
Please understand that REPENTANCE is not just praying to God and saying you are sorry. In Acts
26:20 we learn that TRUE and COMPLETE REPENTANCE involves three steps:
1. It is first REPENTING and TURNING AWAY from our sin.
2. Second it is TURNING TO GOD.
3. Third, it is completed by giving WITNESS to our REPENTANCE by “PERFORMING WORKS
IN KEEPING WITH… REPENTANCE ”.
As we close Today’s Thought, hear what Peter is moved by the Holy Spirit to say to us in 2 Peter 3:9.
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, BUT IS PATIENT TOWARD
YOU, not wishing that any should perish, BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE .
Will you please join with me in a closing prayer?
O Father God, I praise You that You are patient toward us not desiring for anyone to perish! I thank
You for revealing to us that we need to come to repentance that we do not perish. I come before You
today not only asking for myself but also for those praying this prayer with me, that You would through
Your Word, the Bible; and through the leading of Your Holy Spirit reveal to us the things for which we
still need to truly repent so that we may not perish. I pray and ask for this deliverance in the name of
Jesus and by the power and authority that is in His name. Amen!
Please meditate and pray on these things!
Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One
promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!
Because HE TELLS ME I MUST REPENT AND TURN TO HIM ! – tom!
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