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[24]

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
The other disciples therefore were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to
them, “Unless I shall see in His hands the imprint of the nails and put my finger into the place
of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
[John 20:24-25]

[25]

Have you ever heard someone say, “I’ll believe it when I see it!” Perhaps you have spoken those
words yourself. I know there were times in my life that I spoke those words. While there is some truth
to this saying, spiritually speaking, BELIEVING based upon what we see with our eyes is not FAITH !
Remember, true Bible “FAITH is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of THINGS NOT
SEEN” [Hebrews 11:1]. Disciples of Jesus are to “WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT” [2 Corinthians
5:7].
Seeing with our eyes is not FAITH because in the years Jesus walked upon this earth many saw Him
but did not come to have FAITH in Him [John 1:10-11]. Many disciples followed Jesus because of the
signs they had seen [John 6:2]. In fact, one day they had seen Jesus feed 5,000 men [Jn 6:10] (not
counting women and children [Matthew 14:21]). Having seen this these were prompted to declare “‘of a
truth this is the Prophet Who is to come into the world’” [John 6:14]. Then the very next day after Jesus
taught His lesson on His being the “Bread of Life” [John 6:32-66], “many of His disciples turned and
were not walking with Him anymore” [John 6:50].
These disciples allowed their five physical senses to get in the way of their SPIRTUAL SENSE. This
also is what happened to Thomas in John 20:24-25! You see the first time Jesus appeared to His
faithful disciples [John 20:19-23], “Thomas…was not with them when Jesus came”. When the other
disciples later told Thomas, “‘We have seen the Lord’!”, Thomas responded, “‘UNLESS I shall see in
His hands the imprint of the nails and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I WILL NOT BELIEVE’”. To paraphrase, Thomas basically said, “‘UNLESS I SEE Him and
unless I TOUCH Him, I WILL NOT BELIEVE’”.
Now notice what happens next. Eight days later Jesus again appeared to His disciples. This time
Thomas was with them [John 20:25]. Listen closely to the conversation that takes place between Jesus
and Thomas.
[27]
Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand
and put it into My side; and BE NOT UNBELIEVING BUT BELIEVING.”
We are not told if Thomas actually did this or not, but what we do know is that in John 20:28,
Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
Now listen closely to these powerful and important words Jesus speaks.
[29]
Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? BLESSED ARE
THOSE HAVING NOT SEEN , and HAVING BELIEVED .”
Do you remember what the Holy Spirit moved John to later write in 1 John 1:1-3? He said,
[1]
The One Who was from the beginning, Who we have heard, Who we have seen with our
eyes, Who we beheld, and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life…
Now listen,
[2]
and the life was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and PROCLAIM TO YOU
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us; [3] the One we have seen
and heard WE PROCLAIM TO YOU.
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You and I have not seen Jesus. We did not see the marvelous acts He performed. However, we do
have the testimony of His Word the Bible and the witness of those who “heard” Him and “saw” Him and
“beheld” Him and “touched” Him. These “PROCLAIM TO” us “the ETERNAL LIFE, which was with the
Father” and has now been “manifested” to us!
You and I DO HAVE the witness of the God-breathed, Holy Spirit revealed Book, the Bible. Listen to
what is revealed to us in 1 John 4:14 which says,
And we have beheld and bear witness that the Father has sent the Son
to be the Savior of the world.
Even though you have NOT SEEN Him DO YOU BELIEVE this?
Remember, Romans 10:17 clearly declares that “FAITH comes from HEARING, and HEARING by the
Word…. So, do you have enough FAITH that you will set aside your five physical senses so your
SPIRTUAL SENSE can BELIEVE the WORDS of God and Christ?
As we close, listen to what the Holy Spirit moves John to write in John 20:30-31.
Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these have been written THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; AND THAT BELIEVING YOU MAY HAVE LIFE in His name.
Will you please join with me in a closing prayer?
O Father God, the One Who tells us that we are to walk by faith and not by sight; and that faith comes
from hearing and hearing by Your Word, the Bible. I praise you that through Your Word You have
given us witness of Your Truth that even though we, having not seen with our eyes, we still may
believe. I come before You today not only asking for myself but also for those praying this prayer with
me, that You would through Your Word, the Bible; and through the leading of Your Holy Spirit help us to
set aside our physical senses that in the spiritual sense of our faith we can have the assurance of what
You have revealed to us through the witness of Your eternal Word. Help us to understand that faith
truly is the assurance of the things for which we hope for and is the conviction of what we cannot see. I
pray and ask for this faith in the name of Jesus and by the power and authority that is in His name.
Amen!
Please meditate and pray on these things!
Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One
promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!
Because HE TELLS MY I MUST WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT ! – tom!
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