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[5]

And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in
Him there is no darkness at all. [6] If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;
[1 John 1:5-6]

In Today’s Thought I want to continue to look at the FELLOWSHIP we have with our God and our Lord
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. We will do this by looking at six evaluations woven within the book of
First John. We can use these six self-evaluations to determine how strong our FELLOWSHIP with
Them truly is. I encourage you to be honest with yourself as you consider what follows.
The first thing to consider is how well we align ourselves with the “MESSAGE” [1 John 1:5]. In 1 John
1:3 John says that “the One we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and indeed, our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ”. Then
in 1:4 he tells us that the reason for this “MESSAGE” is “so that our JOY may be MADE COMPLETE”.
In 1 John 1:5 John says, “And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that
God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all”. The first evaluation of our fellowship is in 1 John
1:6.
IF WE SAY that WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP with Him and YET WALK IN DARKNESS, WE LIE
and DO NOT PRACTICE the TRUTH;
Do you claim to have FELLOWSHIP with God and Christ and yet still have the DARKNESS of this
world in your life? I walked in that way for several years. But thanks be to God’s loving mercy and
grace He taught me to “walk in the light as He Himself is in the light”. This God did that I might “have
fellowship with” my brothers and sisters in Christ, and so “the blood of Jesus His Son” has now
cleansed me “from all sin” [1:7]. Please see and understand that if you “say that” you “have no sin,”
you “are deceiving” yourself, “and the truth is not in” you [1:8]. Remember, I speak this based on my
own life experience.
But look at the promise that follows! “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” [1:9]. However also remember that “if we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us” [1:10]. Think about it!
The second evaluation is found in 1 John 2:3-4 where we read that,
And by this we know that we have come to know Him if we keep His commandments. The
ONE SAYING, “I HAVE COME TO KNOW Him,” and NOT KEEPING His COMMANDMENTS,
IS a LIAR, and the TRUTH IS NOT IN THEM”.
However, “whoever KEEPS HIS WORD, in this one the LOVE of GOD HAS TRULY BEEN
PERFECTED” [2:5]. How do we know that our love for God has “BEEN PERFECTED” ? When “we
know that we... ABIDE IN HIM” because we “WALK IN the SAME WAY as He WALKED” [2:6].
The third evaluation is found in 1 John 2:9, where we read,
The one saying they are IN the LIGHT and yet HATING their brother (or sister) IS IN the
DARKNESS until now.
Remember 1John 1:6 said that if we “WALK IN DARKNESS, WE LIE and DO NOT PRACTICE the
TRUTH”. Now here in 1 John 2:10 we learn that “The one who loves their brother (or sister) ABIDES IN
the LIGHT and there is no cause for stumbling in them”. But remember 1 John 2:11 says,
But the one HATING their brother (or sister) IS IN the DARKNESS and WALKS in the
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DARKNESS and does not know where they are going because the DARKNESS HAS
BLINDED their EYES.
The fourth evaluation is in 1 John 2:15-16.
DO NOT LOVE the WORLD, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in them. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes
and the boastful pride of life, IS NOT FROM the FATHER, but is from the world.
Remember, this “world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the ONE DOING the WILL of GOD
ABIDES FOREVER.
The fifth evaluation is in 1 John 3:7-10, specifically in 3:8. This evaluation begins by warning us in 1
John 3:7 to “let no one deceive” us. Why? Because it is “the one PRACTICING RIGHTEOUSNESS
WHO IS RIGHTEOUS, just as He is righteous”. Then we are told in 3:8-10 that,
the ONE PRACTICING SIN IS of the DEVIL; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The
Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil. No one
who is born of God practices sin because His seed abides in them; and they cannot sin,
because they are born of God. By this the children of God and the children of the devil are
obvious; ANYONE NOT PRACTICING RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT OF GOD, nor the one NOT
LOVING their brother (or sister).
Then 1 John 4:20-21 adds the sixth evaluation where we are told that,
If someone says, “I love God,” YET HATES their brother (or sister), they are a liar; for the ONE
NOT LOVING their brother (or sister) whom they HAVE SEEN, CANNOT LOVE God Whom
they HAVE NOT SEEN. And this commandment we have from Him, that the ONE LOVING
God should love their brother (or sister) also.
Let me close Today’s Thought with a thought from 1 John 5:13,
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,
IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.
Will you please join with me in a closing prayer?
O Father God, the One Who knows the end from the beginning. I praise You that in Your
foreknowledge You knew we would need to hear these words we have heard today; so that we may
continue to walk in the light in fellowship with You and Jesus Your Son and with Your Holy Spirit.
Again, today I come not only asking for myself but also for those praying this prayer with me, that You
would clearly reveal to us in Your Word, the Bible; and through the leading of Your Holy Spirit the way
to know for certain without a doubt that we are in fellowship with You. I pray and ask for this mercy and
grace in the name of Jesus and by the power and authority that is in His name. Amen!
Please meditate and pray on these things!
Louise and I pray this will help to both enlighten and encourage you to know in a greater way the One
promising in His Word to never leave you or forsake you [Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]!
Because I WANT TO KNOW I HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH MY GOD ! – tom!
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